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Advent: Already and Not-Yet
“Advent” (from the Latin word for “arrival”) is the season where we focus on Jesus’ coming into the world. In one sense, 
it’s a season of celebration, because Jesus did come into the world and begin his kingdom 2000 years ago. But in anoth-
er, it’s a season of longing, because the kingdom isn’t fully here yet.

Some of us find it easy to celebrate in this season: the lights, the presents, the time with family. Others, maybe due to loss 
or hardship, find ourselves longing for something better. Wherever we are, we have the comfort of knowing that God 
meets us with the joy of a newborn child and the promise of a better world to come.

If you’re hurting this season, or if you just have questions about what it means to know this Savior, please reach out to us 
at somaindy.com ; we’d love to talk with you.

This devotional: Longing for the Kingdom
To build on the themes we’re preaching and worshiping through in this Advent season, we chose Scripture passages that 
highlight or illustrate each Sunday’s theme. For each day following a Sunday, you’ll find ...

• A passage of Scripture to read

• A meditation on that passage

• Prayer points or reflection questions based on the passage and the meditation

The meditations and prayer points are all written by members of Soma’s three congregations.  

Cover and interior artwork
The cover and interior artwork were developed in collaboration by Abby Nelson and Jingo de la Rosa. 
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LONGING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS   RECONCILIATION TO GODo

December 4 | Genesis 3:1-10

Writer: Joseph Rhea

The end of this story, the first consequence of the first humans’ sin, is the feeling that we have to hide. As soon as Adam 
and Eve violated God’s one commandment - not to eat from that one tree - they were transformed from being “naked and 
not ashamed” (2:25) to “they knew that they were naked … and made themselves loincloths” (3:7). No one appeared to 
condemn them or tell them what they’d done; they just suddenly knew it.

That deep human desire to hide ourselves from one another is a sign that we are separated from God. That we are, as 
Adam and Eve became, unlovely to God, and unable to bear his presence. Adam and Eve hid from God just as they hid 
from one another (3:8). Whether or not they were right to hide, they were right to sense that there was something about 
them that no longer belonged in God’s holiness. The rest of the Bible’s story bears this out: we are by nature separated 
from God.

Paradoxically, the Christian hope has to begin with this bleak news. We are, regardless of our pious language or gritty 
authenticity, unacceptable to God, because sin has poisoned every part of who we are. We are unlovely. We can’t exist in 
God’s presence, any more than a paper cup can exist in a fire. We have sinned ourselves out of belonging there.

But what we celebrate in the Advent season, even as we long for it to come fully true, is that God himself has built a way 
for us to be brought back. We celebrate that the second person of the divine Trinity - “God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,” in the words of the ancient creed - bowed down and became fully human, even as he remained 
fully God. By living a sinless human life, Jesus cleansed the human nature that Adam had poisoned. He became a living 
bridge, along which human beings could again come into God’s presence. He is called the “second Adam” because he 
created a new humanity that is reconciled to God. One that belongs again in God’s presence; not because we’re pure, but 
because by faith we receive his purity.

And as we celebrate that that has been accomplished, we long for the second Advent, where we will see God face to face 
as we now see him by faith. Where we will be with him, be in him, and never be separated again. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
The gift of the Holy Spirit means that if you are a Christian, you have God’s presence in you right now. Spend some time 
thanking God for that and imagining how you can be more conscious of God’s presence this week.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Pray for someone you know who is still separated from God; how could you invite them to come closer to his presence in 
this Advent season?
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LONGING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS   RECONCILIATION TO GODo

December 5: Exodus 19:1-6

Writer: Jane Brannen

A lot of people outside the church—and many inside it—see Christianity as a long list of “thou shalts” and “thou shalt 
nots.” Some despise God’s law as a bunch of arbitrary, unreasonable rules. Others dread it as an unattainable standard of 
righteousness. This passage, which precedes the Ten Commandments, offers another way to view God’s law.

When God meets Moses at Mount Sinai, he prefaces the Ten Commandments by reminding Moses of his faithfulness. 
God recounts how he brought the Israelites out of slavery and reconciled them to himself (4). He rescued them before 
they had done anything to deserve it, and he set them aside as his treasured possession (5-6). This is all the more remark-
able because of God’s power and dominion over the earth (5).

This passage frames obedience to the law as a response to God’s love, not a way to earn it. First, God saves us.Then we 
obey. 

But the Israelites, like us, can’t even do that. Almost immediately after God rescues them from Egypt, they betray him by 
worshipping the golden calf. The rest of the Old Testament is filled with stories of the Israelites failing again and again to 
uphold God’s law, even after receiving God’s salvation again and again. This pattern continues until Christ comes in the 
New Testament.

In Christ’s death, God’s law is finally fulfilled—perfectly and completely. That’s good news for us. Like the Israelites, we 
fail again and again to follow God’s law. Christ’s death offers us the righteousness we cannot achieve on our own. The 
Holy Spirit transforms us through grace. We obey his laws, not because we know we’re supposed to, but because our 
hearts have changed and we now delight in obedience.

Just as the Israelites were in slavery to the Pharaoh in Egypt, we were once in slavery to our sins. Christ’s death sets us 
free. He hasn’t freed us to do as we please, but rather to obey his perfect law. And in this obedience, we find ourselves 
most free.

Reflect and pray | personal application
If you are a Christian, God has already rescued you from your sins and is transforming you through grace. Consider how 
remarkable this love is in light of his remarkable power. Thank him for what he is already doing in your life, and ask him 
to continue transforming you so that you delight in his law instead of dreading or despising it.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Pray for someone you know who sees God’s law as a set of dos and don’ts. How can you express a more grace-filled 
understanding of God’s law? 
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LONGING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS   RECONCILIATION TO GODo

December 6: Jeremiah 31:31-34

Writer: Ashley Buenger

Pretend you’re at a wedding, watching the groom as the bride walks down the aisle. His eyes are glistening as he beholds 
his beautiful betrothed, dressed in white and coming down the aisle like a gift from heaven. But as soon as the bride 
reaches the altar, instead of smiling and facing the groom as expected, she begins to yell obscenities at him and reveals 
that she’s already broken the covenant of marriage they were about to make. She has sought the beds of other men and 
committed other countless acts against their relationship.

But we are that bride. In this passage, God refers to himself as the husband of Israel (31:32). The Israelites: golden calf, 
lots of grumbling, dying in the desert because they didn’t believe God was big enough to save them from the giants in the 
Promised Land (Ex.16, 32; Deut. 1). Generations of cheating on God, breaking God’s heart.

We break God’s heart every time we put other things before him, don’t trust him, hurt our brother, choose evil over good. 
We complain, we wander, we seek the beds of other gods.

Yet despite all our wrongdoing, God comes after us. He is a relentless groom determined to marry us and forget all our 
iniquities. He has staged a second wedding.

I always found the wedding analogy in Scripture a bit weird. God as the groom, Israel as the bride? Or take the New Tes-
tament: Jesus the groom, the Church as the bride. Not the story I played out with my Barbies when I was a little girl.

But recently, the analogy has clicked. Marriage is the greatest promise a person can make. Adultery and reconciliation 
- the heartbreak, and then the beautiful redemption - make for such a powerful story. We are the adulterers in the once-
white dress. Jesus is the heartbroken. But he’s earned a beautiful redemption for us.

Jesus sees us coming down the aisle in white. Not only does he overlook all our past sins, but he forgets them. God is so 
keen on marrying us wayward sinners, that he sent another opportunity, a second ceremony and a sweet sweet groom— 
his own Son.

Let the wedding bells ring: our redemption is here! We are forgiven and brought back into a righteous relationship with 
God.

As we look toward the birth of Jesus and the beginning of our redemption, let us remember the magnitude of God’s love 
and forgiveness. Let us recognize ourselves in that adulterous bride and sigh with relief as grace allows us to walk down 
the aisle wearing white.

Reflect and pray | personal application
Ask God to reveal the magnitude of his love and forgiveness to you. Consider the ways that you have been forgiven, and 
offer up thanksgiving for the great gift of Jesus who wipes away all of our sins.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
How can we offer great forgiveness to others the way that we have been forgiven by God?
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LONGING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS   RECONCILIATION TO GODo

December 7: John 1:1-5, 9-14

Writer: Nolan Duffey

What is occupying your mind? What do you constantly think about? Does your heart long for something so deeply it 
hurts? What is it? What makes you ache in anticipation?

At the start of the fourth Gospel, John takes our hand and leads us back to the very first verses of the Bible. Genesis 1:1-2 
says, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth … and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” 
The Father and the Spirit were there as the Word of creation was spoken.

John says, remember that Word? Well, that Word ‒ the one that spoke light into darkness ‒ is Jesus. Jesus was there with the 
Father and Spirit, because Jesus is God. And that truth is the crux of everything that follows. 

What does your heart long for? 

The story of the Old Testament is a story of longing. In persecution and exile, the people of God were called to have faith 
that God was near and that he would rescue them. At times they wavered, wondering if God was even around; but story 
after story shows them trusting that their God would show up. He had already shown up in the Exodus, and they had faith 
he would again. They longed for their Messiah, God’s anointed king, to come.

And he did come, though not as they expected. He came not as a king, but as a child; not as a lion, but as a lamb. “The 
Word became flesh, and made his dwelling among us” (1:14). Just imagine John as he is writing this down: Is he trem-
bling? Can he even sit still? Our God, the one and only, has made himself known. The waiting is over. He is here. The 
Messiah has come! 

What does your heart long for? What are you chasing? If you catch it, will it satisfy you?

John says that although the Creator is here, his creation may not recognize him. Jesus has come. He is here. But do you 
recognize him? He is the only light that will bring you out of your darkness. “In him was life, and that life was the light of 
all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (1:4-5)

In Jesus, our longing is not gone, but refocused. We long to know him more. We long for others to know him. The Isra-
elites longed for his first coming; we now long for his second coming, the day he will make all things new. But until that 
day, we rest in the truth that God is with us and has made himself known. Whether you are in the waves or in calm seas, 
look for Jesus. He is here, he can be known, and in him is fullness of life.

Reflect and pray | personal application
The passage says that although Jesus made the world, the world did not recognize him. Do you recognize Jesus? Do you 
see his glory in the mundane? Do you long to know him? Pray that the Spirit of God opens your eyes to see his glory, for 
it is full of grace and truth.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
In Jesus, our longing is not gone, but refocused. We long for others to know him. Pray for specific people in your life to 
see his glory and the life that it brings.
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LONGING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS   RECONCILIATION TO GODo

December 8: Colossians 1:15-22

Writer: Jeremy Hampton

I was pondering this passage while driving through the mountains on a recent trip to West Virginia. Looking over hun-
dreds of miles of mountain peaks, I tried to imagine crossing from one peak to another. I envisioned myself as a sprinter 
at the starting blocks: crouching low, then thrusting myself forward with all of my might trying to make the massive leap. 
But even if I mustered all my power - or all the power of an Olympic athlete - I’d simply be jumping off a cliff to certain 
death.

The vast chasm between these peaks mirrors our separation from Christ. This passage begins (15-20) with the incompara-
ble glories of Jesus: image of God, source of all creation, place where the “fullness of God is pleased to dwell,” head of the 
church, supreme over all things.

Then vs. 21 describes humanity: ”hostile in mind and doing evil deeds.”

“Inadequate” doesn’t even describe how this makes me feel. Neither do “worthless,” “incomplete,” or “faulty.” Our 
language lacks words to describe the breadth of the gap between the depravity of humanity and the glory of Christ. Our 
souls are at the same time filthy, selfish, alone; and starving to see and enjoy the beauty of God.

We are isolated and alienated, with a desperate longing to be drawn across the gap to Christ. A gap that spans from the 
heights of heaven to the depths of hell.

Thankfully, that longing can be fulfilled. “But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to pres-
ent you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation” (1:21).

The reconciliation our hearts long for came through the Advent, when Jesus came to earth as an infant to live as a human 
and then be sacrificed for us. To lay down his body to bridge that gap and reconcile us to himself.

Reflect and pray | personal application
You have been been redeemed through the blood of Christ and have been made “without blemish and free from accu-
sation (1:21).” Think through your daily routine and interactions with people, and consider if your life reflects that of one 
who has been redeemed. 

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Who is someone you know who is still living a life isolated from the love of Christ? Pray that God will soften his or her 
heart and give you the opportunity to share the truth of Christ’s love with them during this Advent season.



Soma Church  |  Advent Devotional 2017  |  9

LONGING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS   RECONCILIATION TO GODo

December 9: Revelation 21:1-6, 22:1-5

Writer: Andrew Hughes

One of the most poignant paradoxes of the Christian life is the “already/not yet” of our hope in Christ Jesus. In his first 
advent, Jesus defeated sin and death, once for all who would believe. Having enjoyed perfect fellowship with the Father 
from eternity past, Jesus endured the full portion of God’s wrath rightly reserved for us for our rejection of his good 
covenant. Among Jesus’ last words on the Cross were, “It is finished.” At the Cross, sinners exchange their sin and guilt 
for Jesus’ perfect righteousness. This is the “already” of our hope. Christ took our sin and gave us his righteousness. This 
reality applies now to those who trust in Jesus. 

Which brings us to the “not yet.” In receiving Jesus’ righteousness, we receive new desires that stir in us a longing for 
things to be made right. But we live in bodies, and in a world, still marred by sin (Romans 8). The hope Jesus secured on 
the Cross is certain - it has happened - but it is a hope of future glory. As our desires come more and more in line with 
God’s (which is something we have to fight for with the Word of God, the Spirit of God, and the people of God to help 
us, because Satan works tirelessly against it), we begin to more deeply desire that things, including our own hearts, will 
be made right. Jesus aligns our desires with his. And he invites us to satisfy those longings by joining him in the work of 
reconciling all things to the Father. 

It’s hard work. It cost Jesus his life, and he promises it will cost ours too. But he also promises that those who lose their 
lives in this work will find them again in the new creation. 

The completed work, then, is the picture John gives us in Revelation. The “not yet” of our hope is that Jesus is coming 
back to finish the job. Babylon will fall, and Satan and death will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev 18; 20:10,14) to be 
tormented forever. Jesus will reign. And under his righteous rule, all things will be made new. No more tears, no more 
death, no more mourning or pain, no more guilt. 

Best of all, we will see God’s glory without the veil of sin. The deepest desire of a heart changed by grace is to be with 
God. We get small samplings now as God helps us to want the things he wants and to do the things that he does. But the 
great “not yet” hope of the Christian is that Jesus is coming again. And when he does, we will know him fully.

Reflect and pray | personal application
As he is preparing his disciples for the hard road of following him, Jesus teaches them, “Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” Ask God to deepen those longings this Advent season and look for 
ways you act on them, joining God in his work of reconciliation and starting with your own heart and working out from 
there.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Consider this quote from C. S. Lewis: “I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely express-
es but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation. It is not out of compliment that lovers keep on telling 
one another how beautiful they are; the delight is incomplete till it is expressed. It is frustrating to have discovered a new 
author and not to be able to tell anyone how good he is; to come suddenly, at the turn of the road, upon some mountain 
valley of unexpected grandeur and then to have to keep silent because the people with you care for it no more than for 
a tin can in the ditch; to hear a good joke and find no one to share it with.” Are you expressing your joy in Christ in a 
way that draws others in to enjoy Him as well? Ask God to make your joy in him more complete this Advent season by 
helping you to channel your overflow in ways that bring others in to share in your joy.
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LONGING FOR MERCY   RESTORED SOCIAL FABRICo

December 11: Genesis 12:1-3

Writer: Clay Taylor

How do we respond to God in obedience? What is God calling each and every one of us to? Are we a people marked by 
the mercy of God? 

As we read Genesis 12:1-3, we see God explicitly call Abram. “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you.” In Abram’s time, family and country were everything. They defined you. God 
challenges Abram by asking him to leave that behind. Abram’s obedience and trust in God are immediately challenged, 
in a great way. God’s call is gracious; but it does call us to obedient faith. 

 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 
where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of  promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him 
of  the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself  
received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and 
him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of  heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of  sand by the seashore” 
(Hebrews 11:8-12).

Even though we see an emphasis on faithful obedience, God’s grace - what this Advent season is all about - is preeminent. 
The blessings that God promises to Abram are far beyond what any human being can accomplish by themselves. All of 
God’s promises to Abram are fulfilled by God’s grace alone. Although Abram is a great example of faithfulness, Abram 
knew that his relationship with God could not be purchased, only received as a promise. And that promise is Christ. This 
Advent season, we are reminded that it is in Christ that God completes Abram’s family. It is in him that we can have faith 
to respond to God’s call on our lives. 

In mercy, God promises to make Abram the founder of a new humankind; in mercy, he has fulfilled that promise in 
Jesus. We are called to be a blessing to others, a glimpse of the gospel of Christ, a merciful presence where often there is 
none. “We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4). In the same way that we are called to love in response to God’s love 
for us, we are to be a merciful people in response to God’s mercy on us. God doesn’t just sit back “feel” for us; he offers 
us comfort and hope. As we spend time with people this season, let us not just show up and leave. Let’s be a people that 
enters into one another’s lives and allow others to enter into ours. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
Spend time reflecting on the ways God has blessed us in spite of our falling short of his call. Let’s be reminded that as we 
empty ourselves, God fills us. Prayer: “God be merciful to me, a sinner. Help me to feel the weight of your mercy on me. 
Help my mercy on others be a small reflection of your mercy on us.”

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Pray for someone who you know is in need this Advent season; how can you specifically meet the needs of others in this 
time? 
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LONGING FOR MERCY   RESTORED SOCIAL FABRICo

December 12: Leviticus 19:9-18

Writer: Kelsey Kreps

Leviticus is a book of laws written specifically to the Jewish people; a holy, covenantal, and chosen group. The first 18 
chapters are rules given to the larger corporate body of people, while chapter 19 narrows in on personal holiness and 
morality. God gives practical laws in this chapter that speak to how the Jewish people are to treat one another fairly, justly, 
and lovingly. He also finishes each command by emphasizing his sovereign identity: “...I am the Lord” (verses 10, 12, 14, 
16, 18). The Jewish people are to obey these commands not just because they are good and meant for their own flourish-
ing, but also because of simply who spoke them.

In these verses, God addresses providing for the poor, being truthful in word and deed, and acting justly towards vulner-
able people groups in various aspects of life (i.e. in court systems, wage fairness, and in one’s own heart). These laws exist 
for practical outworkings of righteousness; they also highlight, simply by the fact that they had to be given, that we lack 
something in our personal righteousness and our relationships with others. The perfect relationship between God and his 
people and between person to person, established in Genesis 2, has been shattered by man’s sinfulness, and the social 
fabric has been torn. Man’s instinct now is to lie, cheat, and act unjustly, and Leviticus 19 is God’s gracious correction.

We see these same sinful instincts persist in our own hearts today. Our news cycles are evidence of this: stories of racial 
tension and injustice, financial and gender inequality, and crime and poverty. Instances of loving one’s neighbor as oneself 
(v. 18) are outliers rather than the norm. There is a general sense of societal outrage and groaning, the recognition that 
things are not as they should be. We, much like the Jewish people, do not naturally uphold these laws. 

Thankfully, God does not leave us to ourselves. Ephesians 2 describes how Christ reconciles believers to God, and also 
to one another. Because of Christ, we who were far off have been brought near by his blood (2:13), and he is our peace 
(2:14). This peace exists not from our own efforts, but by Christ’s merit alone. Christ reconciles both Jew and Gentile to 
himself, in one body through the cross (2:16), and all have access to the Father in one Spirit (2:18). Jesus brings a vertical 
peace between himself and the believer, and a horizontal peace among his people. There is hope in the current societal 
unrest that Leviticus 19 can be lived out, through the power of the Holy Spirit, because Christ has already borne our iniq-
uity and reconciled us to himself and others perfectly. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
It’s easy to see the injustices committed by others; but it’s important to see the ways we treat others unfairly. Asking the 
Lord to reveals ways you don’t act justly and love people in the spirit of Leviticus 19. After asking for forgiveness and a re-
pentant heart, ask God to help you understand the implications of Ephesians 2 for your own reconciliation to both himself 
and other believers. 

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Think critically about ways we see injustice play out in society (whether examples from the reflection, or others). Pick one 
to focus on, and pray specifically against its perpetuation. Ask God to move you away from generalities and show you 
specific ways that you can contribute to restoring the social fabric laid out in Ephesians 2. 
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December 13: Isaiah 11:1-10
Writer: Brooklyn Lowery

Imagine for a moment that all the news headlines and social media updates on your phone suddenly take on a new tone. 
Suddenly, every news story describes seemingly incompatible people sharing meals together, loving and serving one 
another, watching their children play in safety and tranquility. Headlines read, “Children everywhere enjoy warm meals 
tonight,” or “Humankind stops fighting one another,” or even “Divorce rate drops to zero around the world.” Imagine no 
war, no death, no fighting, no sorrow, no fear, no sadness, no injustice, no hate.

In today’s world of round-the-clock turmoil, it’s difficult to wrap our minds around such a place. Instead, we are accus-
tomed - sometimes to the point of numbness - to the injustices of this world. We see corruption in high places, disregard 
for the wellbeing of our neighbors, manipulation of laws that are supposed to protect us, and abuse of the most vulnerable 
among us. If you’re anything like me, you’re often left sick to your stomach and feeling helpless.

But this is not a new condition for the world. It’s as old as Adam and Eve choosing their own desires over the desires of 
God. Isaiah assures us, however, that God has a better world in his plan. Isaiah describes a place where the strong and 
weak live together in peace; he is outlining a glorious place of tranquility, yes, but, read the text carefully -- he is also de-
scribing a place where the wicked will be judged, not just winked at (v. 4).

Justice cannot exist without a judge: there must be someone who sets the standard for what is just.

The Bible tells us that we are all guilty of injustice (Romans 3:10) and deserving of judgement. Blessedly, the Bible also 
outlines a plan of redemption: it clearly describes not only the standard against which all will be judged, but the identity of 
the one who will judge.

The very good news is that the ultimate judge will not “judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 
hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor and decide with equity for the meek of the earth” (v. 3-4). This judge 
will be what no human judge can be: perfectly righteous, perfectly knowledgeable and perfectly faithful. 

And all this judge asks of us is faith. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be re-
ceived by faith” (Romans 3:23-25).

As we celebrate this Advent season during which we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, the first coming of both the judge and 
the redemption, we look ahead to the time when he returns and brings with him perfect peace and eternal companionship 
with those who believe. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
What would it look like if all your neighbors knew and followed Jesus? How would your workplace change if everyone 
pursued justice as God defines it? Ask God to give you the words and actions to use as you seek to introduce others to the 
promise of God’s redemption. 

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Pray for redemption in your corner of the world, and pray for God to show you how best to be a picture of justice even in 
a fallen world.
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December 14: Isaiah 61:1-4

Writer: Thomas & Jessica Burris

Governments change hands. Leaders come and go. But the bottom always stays the bottom. Those marginalized by 
society are rarely the beneficiaries of true, lasting change. The sin that infects the hearts of men corrupts the systems of 
societies. Good news is hard to come by. 

Isaiah, filled with the Spirit, changes that.

God, the Creator of the universe, gives good news to the outcast. He promises to enter their situation, regardless of how 
they got there, and change it. He is their arbiter when no one else will defend them. He fights in their corner. Like mighty 
oaks that spring from tiny acorns, the poor and powerless will become strong and rooted testaments to the power of a 
merciful God. The One with all power, the One who created human society, will redeem and renew those forgotten by it 
in the sinfulness of humans.

In turn, these restored and strengthened men and women are empowered to work for the sake of the one who has freed 
them. They rebuild that which was ruined by corrupt people. Where there was devastation, there is flourishing of humans, 
the shalom of God. Captivity gives way to freedom; poverty to prosperity; corruption to kindness; despair to joy. The very 
foundations of communities are changed by the work of God in the lives of his people. This is the proclamation of resto-
ration, of Jubilee.

Centuries later, Jesus would stand up in a synagogue, read this passage, and tell the crowd it was fulfilled in their presence 
(Luke 4:16-21). The Son of God, begotten from before the beginning, changed his circumstances, stepping down from his 
power and authority in heaven to enter our brokenness and free us from the bondage of sin. He promises still to be near 
the poor, the brokenhearted, and the captive, those society has cast off.

Jesus is ready to free men and women not only from captivity, but to all the rights of citizens in the city of God. By his 
cross, sin is removed from us, and we are credited with all of the righteousness of Jesus and given power from the Spirit to 
proclaim to the outcast, “The kingdom of God is at hand!” and “The Lord will fight for you!”

Reflect and pray | personal application
While many of us may never experience physical captivity, God has freed us through Jesus from captivity to sin. Take a 
moment to thank God that he has freed you from sin and made you a citizen of his kingdom.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
The end of our passage says those who are renewed by God will “build up the ancient ruins” because of what he’s done. 
How might God be calling you to “restore the ancient ruins” of society around you? If you’re unsure, pray that he would 
show you where you might bring beauty to devastation.
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December 15: Acts 2:42-47

Writer: Sarah Brown

What we see around us and inside us, in our homes and churches and schools and offices, are hatred, apathy, abuse, and 
neglect. Our daily routines are built around our comfort (or our egos), and beneath that, our fear. We try to cocoon away 
from the rest of the world, or we attempt to control and manipulate those we claim to love the most.

What we long for is a place to belong, a place where we are not only safe and cared for, but also valued and respected. 
And at our best, we long for a community in which everyone is thriving, everyone receives their food with glad and gener-
ous hearts, and everyone is loved well and loves others well.

In this passage, we see a group of people who shared their lives with one another. These people acted like a family. They 
met often, they took care of one another sacrificially, they sought to know and love God together, and they rejoiced to-
gether. 

This passage is a snapshot of a fledgling community of believers. These weren’t people that had it all together. They 
hadn’t held strategic planning conferences to map out how to maximize engagement, diversity, or impact. Many of them 
were new followers of Christ. How did they make this kind of communal life happen?

Earlier in the chapter, we see that they were given a gift that made this fellowship (this bond, this shared participation) pos-
sible: the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was giving them liberation from pride, selfishness, greed, and the desire to control 
others, and giving them the supernatural ability to love one another like Christ loved them. Their eyes were opened to 
their need for one another, their hearts were filled with the crazy love of Christ, and the Holy Spirit empowered them to 
act out of that love rather than out of their sinful nature.

If you, like the new believers in this chapter, have repented and accepted Christ as your Savior, this same Holy Spirit 
resides in you. The communal life described in this passage isn’t some romanticized illustration: it’s realistic. It can be a 
reality for us just like it was for them. And it’s only realistic and possible because of Christ - because of the redemption 
and restoration he offers to us.

Reflect and pray | personal application: 
Take an honest look at your relationships with the people you are closest to in your community. How are you sharing life 
with them? Are your eyes opened to your need for them? Do you pull away (or find yourself falling away) when your life 
feels easy and smooth? Or when things get rough or rocky in your own life?

Reflect and pray | ministry to others: 
Sharing life with your community takes humility, sacrifice, and vulnerability. How can you take a step further in opening 
your heart, your hands, or your home to those in your community? What step could you take to invest more fully?
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December 16: Revelation 7:9-17

Writer: Deb Dunlevy 

Only one thing could bring such a crowd together. A number of people so vast it can’t be counted. People from every 
location on earth: from remote mountain caves and densely packed cities, from harsh deserts and comfortable farmland, 
from the frozen north and the equatorial jungles. People from every culture ever formed: wealthy and impoverished, 
conquerors and conquered, sophisticated and primitive, scientific and spiritual. People of every language, shaping and 
shaped by the words they speak, unable to understand one another on even the most basic level. People with nothing in 
common.

Except: the need for salvation.

They all come from suffering (v. 14). They have all known hunger and thirst (v. 16). They have all been burned by the 
same sun (v. 16). They have all wept bitter tears (v. 17).

If they hadn’t, they would never have found themselves here. In this crowd. At this throne.

When all you have in common is pain, who is ever going to heal? Who is going to lift up? Who is ever going to unite?

“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

Only the One who made us could remake us. Only the One who scattered us could gather us together. Only the One 
who died for us could give us life. You see the beauty of his plan? Differences and misunderstanding and conflict and 
suffering multiplied over centuries, all of humanity a vast tangle of emotion and history. A mess so complete that we can 
all finally agree on one thing. 

No one else can save us. 

“Salvation belongs to our God.”

Not only can he save us; he did. Our future is already written. We are all represented at the throne. Wearing the white 
clothes he has given us. Lifting up one voice. And the truth we speak on that day makes angels fall on their faces.

“Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen.”

Reflect and pray | personal application
When the world is dark on every side, we cling to the truth that the end is sure. One day, we will all be united around 
God’s throne, and our vast differences will make that day all the more beautiful and powerful. Spend time today reflecting 
on the beauty of our diversity and the hope of the final masterpiece God is creating. 

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
The kingdom of God is not just a future hope. The kingdom of God is alive among us today. How can you begin to reach 
across cultural boundaries with our shared hope of salvation? Think of someone in your neighborhood or workplace who 
is not like you. What is a small, tangible way you can bless them during this Advent season?



Purity
for

Longing



Soma Church  |  Advent Devotional 2017  |  18

LONGING FOR PURITY   CLEANSING FROM SINo

December 18: Deuteronomy 30:1-10

Writer: Hannah Hansen

In this passage, Moses describes the covenant God intends to make with the Israelites. By this point, they had been on a 
roller-coaster faith journey of trusting God, and then forsaking him for false idols. In just the previous verses, God warned 
the Israelites of the judgment that will come if they forsake him again. I can relate. Just as quickly as I thank God for his 
forgiveness, I fall into sin again. In chapter 29, God all but tells his people, “You’re going to fail, and it’s going to hurt.” 

But then, a thrill of hope. God tells them to return, obey, and love him (30:2). Those seem like simple asks, but we all 
know how difficult they are. We worship instant gratification, pleasure, and self-preservation. You can be sure the Israelites 
had similar temptations; they turned so easily to false gods who promised much but provided nothing. Every time God re-
minded the Israelites whose they were, they turned back and slid comfortably into sin. On their own, they were hopeless.

But God wasn’t asking them to do it on their own. Moses told them, “the Lord your God will circumcise your heart ... so 
that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul, that you may live” (30:6). God promises to cut 
off the sinful portions of their hearts, so that they can love him and live abundantly in him. They are offered new hearts, 
through God’s power. Likewise, we are not without hope. Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross gave grace beyond comprehen-
sion. Christ took the sinful portions of our hearts and paid for them so that we may live abundantly. A thrill of hope. 

And there’s more. “The Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather you again 
from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you … And the Lord your God will bring you into the land 
that your fathers possessed, that you may possess it” (30:3, 5). Even in the bleakest possible situation - having lost their 
homes, their sovereignty, their safety - God promises to restore them to their land. A thrill of hope. 

Most of us don’t feel like foreigners. We haven’t been scattered or removed from our homes. But this world is not our true 
home. “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come” (Hebrews 13:14). 

We aren’t waiting for the Savior to come as a baby in swaddling cloths: that has already happened. We can celebrate that. 
But what we are truly waiting for, what our souls are longing for, what creation is crying out for, is the return of Christ to 
take us out of this broken world to our true home with him. This is what Jesus promises: “They will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other” (Matthew 24:31). A thrill of hope. 

For this reason, every Advent season, these lines from “O Holy Night” run through my head, and my soul longs for the 
day that my heart will be completely cleansed, and I will be reunited with our God and Savior. 

“A thrill of  hope, the weary world rejoices. For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.” 

Reflect and pray | personal application
Take the time to reflect on what we are truly waiting for this Christmas season. How can you orient your heart and mind 
in a hopeful and worshipful stance as we celebrate the second Advent of Christ? 

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
We live in a time full of darkness, in a weary world. How can you communicate the hope you have in Christ to those who 
may be weighed down by the darkness of the fallen world? 
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December 19: Psalm 130

Writer: Laura Mann

In the prayer book of the psalms, we find a man who knows what it is be laid low. Although his circumstances and con-
text are not clear, the human experience of his lament and hope transcend the specifics of what has brought him to this 
place of longing.

If we pull up a chair, if we listen to his tone, we hear him in “the depths,” feeling far from God’s presence. We hear his 
anguished spirit. We hear him cry out. Pleading.On the edge of despair. And to what does he credit for bringing him low? 
“Iniquity” (130:3): his own sin. He’s pleading simply to be heard, because sin has overwhelmed his soul. All the way to his 
core, he longs for purity and to be made right with God.

And what does God do with this laid-low psalmist? Does he dismiss him, condemn him, or mock him? On the contrary, 
the psalmist calls to mind, “but with you there is forgiveness of sins” (130:4).

In this one recollection, a shift happens in his heart, and hope pierces pain. In the act of remembering and believing in 
the forgiving character of God, the psalmist becomes resolved and planted. He is able to rest; he is determined to wait. He 
is confident he can be sustained, because he knows that God has proven himself merciful. Indeed, to the degree that this 
man has just felt his utter need and dependence, he is now able to cling to a hope that exceeds any measure of despair.

The psalmist then not only proclaims a sure hope of God’s faithfulness to himself, but also turns and declares it to all Is-
rael! He proclaims to his fellow Israelites God’s magnificent comforts: “steadfast love” and “plentiful redemption” (130:7). 
In the present, he has peace; he’s also looking for something more to come. In hopeful waiting, he chants, “more than 
watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning” (130:6). John Macarthur’s commentary notes that this 
probably evokes an image of shepherds with a night watch, waiting for the rising sun. 

What joy this writer might have felt to learn that hundreds of years later, in the unassuming town of Bethlehem, shepherds 
were doing just that: tending to their flocks beneath the stars. In the middle of the mundane, angels appeared bringing 
good news and tidings of great joy. They announced a Savior, Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection would seal the sto-
ry of redemption and forgiveness forever. Jesus himself embodied the comforting truths of Psalm 130. In laying on himself 
the iniquity of us all, he made steadfast love and plentiful redemption freely available for those who believe today, cleans-
ing and purifying us before the Father forever. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
In what ways can you simply remember and believe in the forgiving character of God directed to you in Christ? Where 
have you replaced remembering and believing with striving and unbelief?

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Just as the psalmist turned and proclaimed these comforts to Israel, how can you direct others toward remembering and 
believing that Jesus’ purity has been bought for us in his life, death, and resurrection?
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December 20: Ezekiel 36:26-36

Writer: Tamise Cross

Jeremiah 17:9 says that our hearts are naturally rebellious toward God, so deeply that no one can understand it. Paul 
writes in Romans 7 that even when we want to do good, evil is present all around us. Consider your own heart, and what 
it hears from the society we live in today. Our culture thrives on self-seeking motives and self-satisfying choices, refusing 
to acknowledge the authority of God. “You Only Live Once” implies that it’s better to live for your own pleasure, without 
considering the judgment of disobedience. 

In Ezekiel 34, God promises a new king (the coming of Jesus), one who would be a shepherd like King David, who would 
care for his sheep. In this chapter, the Lord declares another promise: to transform hard and stony hearts and replace 
them with a new heart that he will give. This exchange will take place not upon the merits of the children of Israel, but 
because of the abundance of miraculous grace that flows from the heart of God. 

The Israelites’ hearts were far away from God. They were rebellious in all their ways, even to the point of turning from 
the one true God to bow down and worship other gods. Yet God desires, not to punish them, but to cleanse them of all 
of their unrighteousness. If you struggle with the weight of your own sin, how encouraging this is! Spiritual transformation 
is not something that can be done within your own power. Matter of fact, even before you can come to a point of repen-
tance, the love of God that pursues you and tells you through his love that you belong to him. Because of this grace, no 
good thing will the Lord withhold from you. 

God promises not only to replace their hearts, but to put his spirit within them (36:27) so that they may walk according to 
his laws. What they had not been able to do on their own, the Lord promises that he will provide. Not only our transfor-
mation when we were saved, but our present walk too depends totally upon God’s spirit, and what a blessing it is to know 
that he is willing to freely give it to us. 

So what should be our response? The Lord says that his grace will cause us to remember all the sins that we committed, 
and to be ashamed and disgusted by them (36:31). God’s grace leads us to repentance. Our hard and stony hearts are not 
capable of acknowledging wrongdoing. God’s loving kindness leads us to godly sorrow for all that we have done; in that 
repentance, we learn to live lives that honor and glorify him. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
Here is the interesting concept to consider. God did not wait until Israel turned to him to declare his promise of resto-
ration. No! He promised to restore their heart, spirit, and land in front of the nations around them for his name’s sake. 
Receive this promise as yours today, and allow it to lead you into a prayer of repentance as you embrace the new heart 
and spirit that God has put within you.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Father, thank you for your love, kindness and forgiveness, which we do not deserve. Help us share this promise and hope 
that we have from you, so that those around us may know that you have done a new thing in our lives and that you are 
able to do the same with theirs. Amen.
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December 21: Isaiah 53:4-11

Writer: Katie Mayes

The shameful weight of sin. We may try to run from it, deny it or ignore it but we can’t fool ourselves, despite our desper-
ate attempts. 

We know we sin again and again and the guilt chases us through the bright days and darkest nights. The shame makes us 
do what we don’t want to do, say things we don’t mean, try to do right but instead make an even bigger mess of more sin. 

We are so lost that we don’t recognize our Savior when he is right in front of us (53:4) so instead, we try to fix our condi-
tion alone.

We attempt our own forms of penance, anything to make us feel better because we’re all too familiar with the anguished 
longing to be clean. The wanting to be made right. We slap on a smile to convince everyone we’re a good person but 
we’re caught in a never-ending cycle of sin, guilt, striving and failing.

Throughout the Bible, including Isaiah, it’s clear that God fully knows the human heart and our deepest secrets, desires 
and needs. Nothing is hidden from him. He sees how “we all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way” 
(53:6) and yet he responds with compassion. 

In the bleakness of the human story, hope shines through. God has a plan.

Isaiah prophesies that the Good Shepherd will provide a way. He will care for the flock and bring new life and cleansing. 
God’s salvation plan is to become a sheep himself. Not a lost sheep like us but “a lamb led to the slaughter and like a 
sheep silent before her shearers” (53:7). 

God’s very own son Jesus will become the Lamb of God so that we might be completely cleansed. In the moment of the 
slaughter, Jesus will carry our sins and in return, our sins will pierce and crush him (53:5 and 11). He will do the striving 
and bear the punishment so we don’t have to. 

No more striving. No more shame. Only righteousness, freedom, grace and salvation.

Cleansing from sin is possible. All Jesus asks in return is belief and repentance. If we cease striving on our own and trust 
in the Father’s infinite wisdom and grace, then we can enter his glorious rest, knowing the work has been done, the pun-
ishment has been paid and our cleansing in complete and everlasting.

Reflect and pray | personal application 
Take some time to quietly reflect and ask God to reveal any areas where you’re still striving for righteousness on your own 
strength. Remember to seek him daily for lasting forgiveness and rest in the blood of the Lamb.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others 
When others share their struggles with you, how do you respond? Remember, God’s response to our sin is always com-
passion, never condemnation, and we can pass that gift to others around us.
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December 22: Luke 7:36-50

Writer: Nate Dunlevy

Debt averts the eyes.

It hangs around our neck, bowing our heads and forcing us to look down at the dirt, rather than into the face of our cred-
itor. The shame of being in lack anchors our hearts to the ground and our gaze to the mud. It turns us into servants; even 
worse, into slaves. It’s the subtraction stew that leaves us hungrier with every bite. We pile up more of it to satisfy what is 
already there, and each transaction leaves us further from freedom. 

To be free of it … it’s too joyous a thought to entertain. Happiness has a price tag, and the company store already owns 
our soul. So when the Teacher comes to proclaim that our debt is paid in full, we can scarcely believe it. We can’t allow 
ourselves the luxury of celebration yet, but oh, the gratitude.That can flow. 

We are compelled to thank him. No one else wants us to. They know our debts, and they are ashamed for us. A little 
peace of mind is fine, but there’s no need to make a scene. We are a nuisance, an embarrassment, interrupting their pri-
vate party with the great man whose favor they wish to curry.

We elbow our way through the room, and fall down before the one who balanced our ledger; but we still come as ser-
vants. We take everything we own and pour it out on his feet, still averting our eyes. It’s not shame that lowers our gaze 
now, but focus. The last gasps of our own sense of unworthiness that we weep out at his feet, frantically cleaning up the 
mess with our hair, because we have nothing else to offer. 

It’s unspeakable, the ache to thank him. It comes out just as big ugly sobs and a heaving chest. And tears. So many tears. 

Then he slips his hand under our chin and gently raises our head up to meet his eyes. And there, in that moment, there is 
no more lack. There is no wanting. There is no insufficiency. And there is no debt. We don’t owe him anything, because 
he already has everything. He has everything he could ever ask of us. Our whole and complete heart. Filled. Satisfied. 
Thankful. 

And we can stand to face him then. Because he paid the bill. Every dime of it.

Our sins forgiven, we go in peace.

Reflect and pray | personal application
What are the debts you are still carrying? Are you still paying interest on a bill he already settled?

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Showing grace and love to people can create a power imbalance in relationships. We must be humble enough to accept 
the thanks of others, and to allow them to serve us in return. Don’t let your pride or need for superiority keep you allow-
ing others to express gratitude and thankfulness, remembering that when they do so, they are really offering their thanks 
to God. 
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December 23: Romans 6:5-14

Writer: Mike Lockett

Our Western society is dominated by the paradigm of self-sufficiency. For our flourishing and our general well-being, we 
tend to first look inward. Social media makes it worse, filling our brains with people doing just that. 

When it comes to earthly matters, this thinking is not entirely troublesome. But what about our spiritual well-being? Does 
this self-sufficient narrative still ring true? Thankfully, the Scriptures give an answer to this.

A foundational element to the Christian walk is the reality that we have been buried with Christ in his death, and raised 
with him in his resurrection (6:5). The implication here is that this has been done on our behalf. We have neither pow-
er nor say in being buried with Christ and raised with him. Our right standing with God is due to nothing that we have 
done. This is the beautiful concept of grace, that we take great joy in. God alone is self-sufficient; we are totally dependent.

But if we depend on God’s grace for that initial salvation, what about our ongoing growth as followers of Jesus? We know 
from Scripture that we are called to continually put away the deeds of the flesh (6:12-14). Is this something that falls on our 
shoulders, or is this also the work of God? 

The great news is that our sanctification is also a work of the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who have called 
on his name. The Spirit empowers us to put to death the deeds of the flesh. The Spirit empowers God’s people to ulti-
mately choose to obey rather than to succumb to fleshly desires.

Our obedience is a response to God’s grace. The order that we see in his passage makes all the difference. First, we have 
been united with Christ. Springing from this truth, we joyfully choose to obey (6:11). In looking upon the beautiful grace 
of God bestowed to us, we have a growing desire to honor our King. It’s not out of drudgery or solely duty, but instead 
from a heart of thankfulness that we seek to put to death our flesh and offer ourselves to God. This order of salvation and 
sanctification points to the amazing grace and wonderful beauty of the God that we worship. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
Out of a response to this undeserved grace that has been given to us by our Creator, let us give our lives as living sacrific-
es of worship, and prepare now to do what we shall for all eternity.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Pray that God would continually grant us a deeper understand of this inexhaustible grace, allowing us to fully rest in the 
work that has been done for us on our behalf. May this free us up to joyfully obey God in giving ourselves to his King-
dom purposes, and be potent salt and light in this world.
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December 25: Genesis 45:1-15

Writer: Christian Rogers

Many of us experience sibling rivalry throughout our childhood (and even into adulthood). We parents see it early on 
(my two-year-old just bit my eight-month old the morning I wrote this). And when we experience injustice or pain from a 
sibling, we hurt for some form of retaliation. We feel it at any age, whether we are two or 36. 

Joseph’s brothers were gripped by a desire to avenge what they saw as injustice against them (you can read the backstory 
in chapter 37), as they watched their father Jacob bestow his favor on Joseph. And they were driven to the point to throw 
their brother in a pit and then sell him into slavery.

And now we get to pull out the popcorn and watch, years later, as Joseph has his opportunity to take revenge on his 
brothers. He’s in a very different position now: instead of a slave, he’s second in command to Pharaoh. We expect that 
Joseph will take the ultimate revenge in the climax of this plot line. 

But what does Joseph do? He breaks down weeping and throws his arms around his brothers. Joseph does the opposite of 
what we expect. 

Joseph understood something that led him to want peace with his brothers instead of revenge. In verse 8, Joseph states 
that it was not his brothers who sent him to Egypt at all, but God. God was the one who orchestrated the narrative. God 
took the brokenness of Joseph’s brothers (and of Joseph) as a part of his plan to provide for many people (including those 
who did Joseph harm). Thus, Joseph didn’t feel any need to take control of the situation. Joseph saw God’s plan as a rea-
son for peace with those who did him great harm.

Reflect and pray | personal application
We are reminded by this passage to step back from that emotional quarrel and realize God is the author of the story. It 
does not say to sweep issues under the rug or ignore them, but to realize that God is the one who works together all things 
for good for those that are called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). We can have peace as we work through our 
relationships, knowing that God is the one of us and behind us in our storyline. 

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Because we know that God is the author of the story, we can seek peace with those who have caused pain and anguish in 
our lives. We can step back and realize that God is the one who orchestrates people’s brokenness (including our own) for 
his glory. Is there someone I could help toward that understanding, that they may find contentment in God? 
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December 26: 2 Samuel 9

Writer: Rebecca Core

David and Jonathan were the best of friends: “the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him 
as his own soul” (1 Samuel 18:1). Jonathan was the son of the king, while David was a young shepherd; yet Jonathan gave 
David the robe off his back and his own armor. Even though Jonathan’s father, Saul, saw David as a rival and tried to kill 
him, Jonathan recognized that David was God’s legitimate king. He remained faithful to his friend.

Jealousy comes out in many of our relationships. It’s easy to see the way the Lord has blessed someone else and to wish 
he was blessing us in the same way. We may not react quite as extremely as Saul, but we often seek to destroy what envy.

It’s easy to let envy lead us to bitterness or resentment. Many times we lament for our circumstances and blame those who 
we see as the cause; but an understanding of God’s grace helps us have compassion instead of resentment. Saul and his 
sons (including Jonathan) were eventually killed in battle. When David hears the news, instead of rejoicing that his perse-
cutor has died, he mourns Saul and Jonathan (2 Samuel 1:17-27). And in this passage, we see him extend grace even to 
Saul’s grandson: a potential rival for his kingdom; a living reminder of his persecutor.

Many who long for peace see it as freedom from persecution or hardship. David recognized that true peace comes from 
restoration of relationship. After he had been made king, won battles, and restored the ark to Jerusalem, David sought out 
the remnant of the house of Saul for Jonathan’s sake (9:1). He allowed Jonathan’s son to eat at the king’s table and took 
care of his servants. His kindness to a man who could have been an enemy points us to the kindness Jesus offers us: “but 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God extends peace even to 
us, who were his enemies, and shows us the beauty of seeking reconciliation.

Reflect and pray | personal application
Whom do you need to extend grace and forgiveness to this holiday season? God has the ability to bring goodness out of 
the most challenging relationships. What can God do in your life if you let go of bitterness and allow God to restore what 
sin has broken?

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
It is important to remember that most people have experienced hurt in their life. We are a broken people. How would 
your interactions with people change if you made the choice to love first and look to another’s needs?
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December 27: Isaiah 2:1-5

Writer: Michelle Hoover-Ferretti

In this passage, God promises that he will bring about a redemption, not only for his people, but for all nations who 
choose to draw close to him. It speaks of a time when God will be at the heart of a world at peace; a peace that is only 
able to exist through God himself. We were created to be in perfect harmony with our brothers and sisters, but because of 
sin, we find ourselves separated from them and from God.

This passage is written in the future tense, and it’s still not fully true. But we celebrate that Jesus’ first coming ushered in 
an age where we, believers in the redemptive story of Christ’s crucifixion, can now experience reconciliation with others 
through God. Because of our shared victory in Christ, we have hope that God can overcome any argument, disagreement, 
hate, neglect or abuse that has been committed against us or that we have committed against others.

The current state of the world would have us believe that it is impossible for people to overcome their differences and live 
together in a state of flourishing. And that would be true, if not for one thing: the kingdom of God is at hand! We have 
access to God, who gives such perfect justice between all nations that it will cause all nations to turn “their swords… and 
their spears” into “plowshares” and “pruning hooks” (2:4). Such a peace will reign that weapons will be no more, and “nei-
ther shall they learn war anymore” (2:4). 

And we have that direct line with God because of the coming of Christ, and because of his sacrifice. This is what he has 
promised. 

But it depends on our movement towards him. We must choose to “go up to the mountain of the Lord” (2:3) when we 
seek to be reconciled with others. Apart from him, there can be no reconciliation. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
Everyone has been a victim and a perpetrator, with no exceptions. Are you running away from those experiences? We 
cannot bring our sins and our hurts to God if we don’t first identify them. Spend some time praying that God will reveal 
these things to you and prepare your heart to be reconciled to your brother or sister in Christ. 

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Differences can make us feel uncomfortable and uneasy. Are you intentionally avoiding others because of a racial, eco-
nomic, religious, political, emotional, or other difference? Whether this is the case or not, what is something that you can 
do this week to show God’s love to others who are different from you? 
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December 28: John 13:1-17

Writer: Christa Hitchcock

Throughout Scripture, we see Jesus repeatedly flipping social norms on their head, and this passage is no exception. As 
we consider the longing for right relationships with others, it’s important that we learn from this example Jesus sets in his 
last few hours. In direct conflict with our admitted desire to be superior and important, Jesus again exemplifies that “the 
last shall be first, and the first last” (Matthew 20:16).

In biblical times, it was customary for a slave to wash the feet of diners before a meal. This practice was widespread, as 
feet were often dusty from wearing sandals, and meals were eaten at low tables, which made one’s feet very noticeable. 
As the disciples all gather around for what would become the last supper, they notice there is no servant present. While it 
never dawns on the disciples to wash one another’s feet, Jesus takes the opportunity to demonstrate true love and a pure 
relationship by humbling himself and washing the feet of his disciples.

While this alone is significant, perhaps the most powerful image in this passage is when Jesus washes the feet of Judas, who 
had already been prompted to betray Jesus (13:2). Jesus knows that Judas will soon turn him over to the Romans, and yet 
he treats Judas with the same love and humility as the rest of his disciples. He practices no partiality; he shows us how to 
love our enemies, always leaving room for the redemptive spirit of God. 

Reflect and pray | personal application
Jesus sets the ultimate example of servant-hearted love. Spend some time thanking him for his sacrifice and praying for a 
similar disposition.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
What is one action you can do this week that would metaphorically “wash the feet” of someone around you? Consider 
“washing the feet” of someone you don’t understand or agree with.
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December 29: Ephesians 2:11-22

Writer: Kenn Pascascio

What does it mean for Christ to be our cornerstone? 

Before we answer that, let’s reflect on what cornerstones are. Two definitions: “An important quality or feature on which a 
particular thing depends or is based,” and “a stone that forms the base of a corner of a building, joining two walls.”

The Jews (“the circumcision”) and the Gentiles (“the uncircumcision”) discussed in this text were divided culturally, reli-
giously, and socially. That division had led to hostility, the antithesis of peace. 

As we go about our daily lives, it’s easy to see the divisions between ourselves and others. In my work, it’s teachers versus 
students. My sinful soul is naturally inclined to widen that gap further and further. But recently, I noticed that I wasn’t 
connecting with my students, and it showed. I was so concerned that if I let students close, they would lose respect for me. 
I’ve been keeping our relationship distant.

It wasn’t until I was with a student after hours going over a subject, and I had to explain a topic from a personal anecdote, 
that we digressed into our personal lives more. Something changed after that; not just my relationship with that student, 
but how I saw all students. We started becoming closer; the fear I once had started turning into trust; on the platform at 
which I stand every day, peace is growing. 

If just one personal story connected me to my student, how much more does Christ’s death on the Cross connect us all! 
Actually, that is the piece that connects us, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ.” He died so that we can find common ground with our brothers and sisters in the faith. Christ is 
what joins us together. Not only does the cornerstone connect us, but it’s also at the base of a structure, a part of the foun-
dation. So we aren’t just reconciled to God and others, but we all have a common base.

“No man is an island, we can be found.” These are lyrics from a song that the kids at my wife’s ministry, Like a Lion, sing 
often. We have the ability to be close to one another, if we’re willing to be found. Let us become the dwelling Paul praises 
in this verse: “And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”

We base our faith, our hopes, our prayers in Christ Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. He is the only one with 
the power to turn hostility into peace. Through his justice, God carried our sins on the Cross: we are reconciled to God 
himself and also to one another. 

That right there is what we call a “praise moment.” Go out and bless those around you! 

Reflect and pray | personal application
Through Christ reconciling himself to us, how are we intentionally reconciling ourselves to others? Whether that’s division 
in family relationships, friend relationships, or community relationships, spend 10 minutes reflecting on those relationships 
and praying that peace be brought into them.

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
Christ has brought us near to him through his blood. He has also called us to walk together in bringing his mission on 
Earth. Pray for your community and those affected by divisions (racial, socioeconomic, gender, etc.) in your everyday life.
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December 30: Philippians 2:1-11

Writer: Rod Jamison

In this passage, Paul lays down two foundational realities to assure his readers that their God-given longing for peace has 
been made possible in Jesus. 

The first is the identity of God. This is the most important reality in the Bible. One of its most vivid descriptions comes in 
Moses’ encounter with God at the burning bush. Moses asks God His name, and God replies, “I Am Who I Am” (Exodus 
3:14). God is the self-existent and self-naming One. And in John 8, when a group of religious leaders ask Jesus who he is, 
Jesus answers, “I Am.” He refers back to the Exodus story to claim the name of God for himself! (In our passage, Paul’s 
description of Jesus as “in the form of God” and “equal … with God” refers to this)

The second bedrock reality is the identity of Jesus’ followers. Jesus is the Prototypical Man - the human after whom all 
others are modeled (Romans 5:12-21). Our identity is rooted in Jesus’, because in God’s eyes Jesus has traded his life for 
ours (2 Corinthians 5:14-21, Galatians 2:20).

On this foundation, Paul shows what kinds of actions belong with these realities. Identity produces attitude; attitude pro-
duces action. Jesus’ identity as both the Great I Am and as the Prototypical Man produces an attitude of humble courage. 
That attitude produces the action of “emptying himself” (v. 7) for the good of others: becoming a servant for others’ sake. 

In the same way, Paul calls us to press into the reality made available in Jesus. This call is summarized in verse 5: “Have 
Jesus’ attitude.” If Jesus is the source of our new identity, he becomes the source of a new attitude and new actions. He de-
scribes this attitude in verses 1-4: encouragement in Christ, consolation, love, fellowship with the spirit, joy, unity, thinking 
the same way as Jesus, having a single purpose - God’s glory, looking out for others, entrusting yourself to God!

The fruit of this attitude is action that produces peace with others. We seek to “be of the same mind” (2). Instead of using 
others for our own ends, we “count others more significant than ourselves” (3). We put the interests of others over our 
own, elevating their good even if it means ours is diminished.

Peace with one another is possible now because Jesus, the Great I Am and Prototypical Man, has acted with humble 
courage to trade lives with us. We can press into peace because we are children of God. We will be at peace in the future, 
because Jesus has been exalted to the glory of God.

Reflect and pray | personal application
What heart desires did Jesus model in His self-emptying? What are your deepest desires? How might God be calling you 
to repentance?

Reflect and pray | ministry to others
How might the attitude of self-emptying while acknowledging your identity in Christ look in your daily interactions with 
people?


